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From the Pastor 

We have so much to celebrate! You will hear about those things at our Annual 

Church Conference on January 11th, following the worship service. I offer a 

bit of explanation. A Church Conference allows the entire membership to 

discuss and vote on items such as the budget, reports, and nominations for 

church leadership positions. While only church members can vote, the 

meeting is open to the public, so anyone can attend. 
 

Following the January 11th event, I will lead us all in a series of visioning 

sessions during our Fellowship hour. It has always been important to me that 

a faith community is familiar with its inner workings and is involved in 

dreaming for the future. 
 

As we prepare for the new year, I offer you these questions to ponder and to 

pray over. 
 

The Great Commission in Matthew 28 asks us to disciple. A very wise 

professor once told me you cannot disciple others if you are not a disciple 

yourself. Considering this statement 

1. Describe 3-4 specific ways in which you have grown as a disciple? 

2. How have the current ministry opportunities at FUMC helped you to 

grow as a disciple? 

3. What new ministry opportunities would help you to continue to grow as 

a disciple? 

Bishops of the UMC have set the following as our vision. 

“The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead 

courageously in local communities and worldwide connections.” 
 

Given this vision, prayerfully consider the following questions. 

1. How has Fridley UMC encouraged and equipped you to love boldly, 

serve joyfully, and lead courageously? 

2. What current ministry opportunities have specifically encouraged and 

equipped you to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously? 

3. What future current ministry opportunities would encourage and equip 

you to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously? 

These are some pretty heady questions, but they are questions that get to the 

heart of who we are as Christ-followers and those that may provide direction 

for future direction and programming, so I ask you to pray individually, as 

families, and in friendship groups so that we can, in a spirit of unity and 

cooperation, discuss and plan for the future. 
                                                                      2                                  continued on page 3 



I want to leave you with some spiritual food for thought as well. 

Friends, while a new year may bring anxieties and worries about the future, I 

remind you of the most often written phrase in the Bible: “Fear not.” It is true 

that God has given us the human gift of fear to avoid predators and dangerous 

situations. Paul reminds us that God has also given us a spirit of power, love, 

and self-control (2 Timothy 1:7, ESV). 
 

How can both be true? While God has given us physical responses that are 

triggered when we are in potential danger, God has also given us the power 

to override these knee-jerk responses so that we do not live in a constant state 

of adrenaline-popping anxiety and dread. The future holds good and bad for 

all of us. In and through all of it, God goes with us. In and through all of it, 

the body of Christ here in Fridley and around the world goes with us. We 

place our trust in the God we follow, not because danger doesn’t exist, but 

because it does. The confidence of our faith says that we will not only 

overcome obstacles, but with God’s help and the support of the Body of 

Christ, we will be more than conquerors. In and through all, we will never be 

separated from the love of God (Romans 8:31-39). Let’s step into the year 

surrounded by our great and powerful God, calling on the Holy Spirit placed 

in us, and Jesus who walks beside us. Again, Happy New Year. Amen. 
 

Pastor Yolanda 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Greetings wonderful Wesleyans! 
 

As we enter into 2026, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what a 

great year 2025 was. It was such a blessing to get a front row seat to your 

spiritual growth.  You have embraced Paul’s directive to welcome one another 

as Christ has welcomed you. This has always been one of the strengths of 

Fridley UMC, but you emphasized it even more in 2025.  You welcomed new 

members and visitors warmly, not just because its polite, but because Jesus 

has welcomed you. I can see, as John Wesley would say, “the love of God 

shed abroad in your hearts.” This love is transforming you, day by day, so that 

you can’t help but share it with others. 
 

In 2026, I trust that this transformation will continue in each of your hearts. I 

pray that, as you are transformed, you will be led by the Spririt, accompanied 

by Jesus, and held by the Father. May your souls overflow with the kind of 

peace and joy that sustains you even in the hardest of times. 

Yours in Methodist connection and Christ’s love, 

Ethan Light 
 

Ethan Light’s work email address is:  

ethan.light@fridleyumc.org 
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                EDUCATION              . 
 

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  
 

LINKING FAITH AND LIFE CLASS meets in 

the computer room at 11:30 AM on Sundays. Come 

check us out. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 

10:00 AM. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY at 6:00 PM.  

All are welcome to join us in the lounge.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

A Men's Bible Study Group meets every Friday morning at 8:00 AM at the 

Sunset Grill in Blaine. All men are welcome.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Brothers in Faith meets every Saturday at 10:00 AM in the Lounge. Join us 

for coffee and courageous conversation and prayer.  See you there. 
 

                          MISSIONS                        . 
 

January Mission - Hayes Elementary School Fridley  

Matthew 19: 14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

Schools are tasked with the job of teaching students the knowledge, skills and 

values important to our society. They offer a sense of belonging and shared 

experience that builds community. Fridley Schools offer an International 

Baccalaureate Program which extends across all grades.  In grades 1-4, 

learning includes traditional subjects of reading, writing and arithmetic taught 

within a broad context of international cultures. Six themes help children 

engage with their community and the world around them: 

1. Who we are 

2. Where we are in place and time 

3. How we express ourselves  
 

4. How the world works 

5. How we organize ourselves 

6. Sharing the planet 
 

Fridley UMC’s Mission and Outreach Committee selected Hayes to receive 

ongoing help in ways that can be impactful for staff and students and in return,  
 

our faith community through the relationships we will build. These are the 

concerns Hayes, students, staff, and faculty are experiencing and ways Fridley 

can minister and be supportive. 



 

While breakfast and lunch are offered while in session, there are some 

students who face food insecurity on the weekend and when school is not in 

session.  The availability of shelf stable/child friendly foods requiring little or 

no preparation are useful in addressing their food insecurity.  Backpacks hold 

food privately packed and carried home by the student without others being 

aware. Students need new books that they can either check out or own. Fridley 

UMC can be very helpful in providing funds or books dedicated to the 

purchase of new reading materials or to supplement the library with additional 

copies of favorite reading materials. 

• Adult volunteers are needed to 

o Support students in their efforts to practice and successfully meet 

specific learning skills. 

o Serve as lunch buddies and readers 

o Volunteer at Spring Carnival and other school activities  
 

Hayes has an easy volunteer application to complete in preparation for 

volunteering at the school.  Contact Jeff Mondloh If you are interested or 

require more information before deciding to volunteer.   
 

Giving is easy by using the “Give Online” button on the FUMC website. 

Select “Missions” or mail your donation to 680 Mississippi St NE Fridley, 

MN 55432.  Write January Mission on the memo line.  Thank you for your 

thoughtful support of this valued local community resource! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

THANK YOU!  

The Mission of the Month financial donation to Family Table totaled $3555! 

This money will ensure we can continue serving our neighbors the food they 

need and the fellowship for thriving. Also, thank you for graciously donating 

your time and talents to Family Table ministry this year and in the year to 

come.  

 

                                  55+                                . 
 

 
55+ BREAKFAST!   

55+ folks, join us for breakfast at Perkins at 7520 

University Ave in Fridley, every first Monday of each 

month at 9:30 AM. This is just a social time – come, relax 

and enjoy the company of FUMC friends.     
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP 

Join us on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in the lounge.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

       

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE meets on January 9th at 1:00 PM in the 

computer room. Leone Olson will bring treats, we will send Valentines to shut ins. 
 

RUTH CIRCLE meets on January 20. Hostess is Jean Mills, Co-hostess 

Bonnie Ames, devotions by Diane Jachymowski, program by Myrna Kuehl. 

 

Dear UWF, 

On behalf of the Student Conservation Association (SCA), thank you for your 

gift of $150.00 received on November 12, 2025. 

Because of you, hundreds of young people will have the opportunity to restore 

and protect our nation’s public lands this year, and SCA remains a powerful 

force for youth development and environmental action. 

We are deeply grateful for your help building the next generation of 

conservation leaders. 

Sincerely, Linda Soto-Harmon, President & Chief Executive Officer 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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