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FROM THE PASTOR

There is a wide range of emotions that accompany this holiday season. The
gamut ranges from happiness and wonder to grief and disappointment. Part
of this is because the holiday, having become commercial, no longer focuses
on the joy of God fulfilling the promises made in the book of Genesis. Instead,
it focuses on love measured by the number, quality, and cost of gifts. The
push to show how much you love or appreciate someone by purchasing gifts
or preparing a feast for them leaves many feeling a big letdown after the
holiday is over. The January bills received, including credit card charges and
additional electricity costs, and, for those of us in the northlands, heat only
compound the letdown.

How do we then combat the messages that try to convince us that we are not
loving or loved unless there is a stack of expensive presents? How do we push
back against the urge to spend 3 times as much on our electric bill? How do
we defy the slippery slope that equates our self-worth with the number of
friends or invitations to fellowship?

You all know by now that I don’t believe in “just saying no” as a sustainable
way to combat or confront the things that entangle us, preventing us from
experiencing the Advent symbols of hope, peace, joy, and love.

Instead of committing yourself to refrain from any involvement in the
commercial Christmas (a bit unavoidable), add to your participation in the
commercial holiday the spiritual holiday. This participation involves going
beyond wearing “Jesus 1s the Reason for the Season” paraphernalia, which,
by the way, isn’t free, so it is part of the commercial machine. Instead, tattoo
the message “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” in your heart.

Do this by considering all the ways that Jesus is the reason. As you let the
meanings of Jesus’ birth soak in, represent those meanings in how you spend
your time, your attention, and your money. Allow the reasons God sent Jesus
and what Jesus accomplished to be the focus of your Advent season.

It is through diligent meaning-making that the days and weeks before
Christmas are shifted from anxious gift-buying and decorating to a time of
quiet gratitude for the one gift that sustains us.

Happy Holy Days, my friends.

Pastor Yolanda



ADVENT STUDY: FUMC will once again engage with one Advent study for
the entire church. Copies of Names for the Messiah An Advent Study by Walter
Bruggemann will be available for purchase very soon. The cost is $7.50.

WALTER

FOP\THE
MESSIAH

AN ADVENT Srum

Dearest friends in Christ,
Thank you for your patience with me during this extremely busy semester.

I’'m so grateful for your prayers and encouragement. They made this
challenging season much easier to endure. Thankfully, my semester will end
on December 12", and my course load will be much lighter from mid-
December through mid-February. I’m looking forward to spending more time
with you.

I have more good news to share with you all. I was approved as a certified
candidate for ministry by the United Methodist Church. This means that I will
be eligible to be appointed to serve another church this coming July. I would
need to be appointed to a church within reasonable driving distance of Luther
Seminary, so I don’t know if the UMC will be able to accommodate that
restriction. Rest assured, however, that I will be here at Fridley at least
through the end of June. So, we have another seven months together, which
1s just enough time for you to get tired of my ministry!

In all seriousness, though, I am so grateful to you all. I would not be on this
path without your guidance, support, and encouragement. In 2026, I will
continue to learn from you about how to be a better pastor, disciple, and
friend. I am truly blessed to serve you as your ministry intern.

Yours in Methodist connection and Christ’s love,
Ethan Light



EDUCATION

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY meets in the computer room at 11:30 AM on
Sundays. Come check us out.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 10:00 AM.
Come join us in the lounge or join us by Zoom.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE SHAPING at 6:00 PM. Join us!

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY

A Men's Bible Study Group meets every Friday morning at 8:00 AM at the
Sunset Grill in Blaine. We eat breakfast; take turns leading that week's lesson,
guiding us through a reading of scripture, story and discussion. We share
prayer concerns. All men are welcome.

A GATHERING FOR GUYS
Brothers in Faith meets every Saturdayat 10:00 AM in the Lounge. Join us
for coffee and courageous conversation and prayer. See you there.

A Season of Hope
& Expectation



MISSIONS

ADVENT OFFERING -

Simpson Housing Services

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me will never walk in

darkness but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12

Dear Church F amily,
This Advent season we have chosen to support Simpson Housing Services in
South Minneapolis. This is a mission outreach ministry we have supported
for many years. Simpson United Methodist Church stood for 140 years. It has
always been a place to love and serve God and gradually became a place to
shelter folks in need of a loving welcome, hearty meal and a place to sleep.
Several members of FUMC served meals in the basement of the old church.
Recently the church was torn down to make way for Simpson Community
Shelter and Apartments, which will include 72 shelter beds, 42 supportive
homes, an on-site clinic, a commercial kitchen and dining room, access to
private green space and more. The site is currently under construction and is
planned to open soon.

At the present time, Simpson’s transformational work continues to connect
people with shelter and housing, provide space for community learning and
reimagine shelter and housing. Our hearts go out to our neighbors who do not
have homes. It is reassuring to know that we can be of help through our
prayers and gifts.

Christmas joy, peace and blessings,

Your Mission Outreach Team

We are so grateful and appreciate your continued ministry to the missions of
FUMC. Giving is easy using the “Give Online” button on the FUMC website
and then select “Advent Offering.” You can also mail your donation to the
church. Please write “Advent Offering” on the memo line of your check.
Thank you for your generous support of our mission programs!

FAMILY TABLE

Please note that there will be no Family Table meal at FUMC in December
due to the Holidays. Take time to enjoy the warmth of friends and family
during this season when we remember that God lives among us! There are
many Holiday meal events in the metro that you may enjoy serving at or may
benefit of receiving a meal from. We will serve a meal again on January 24.
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MITTEN TREE —- DECORATE WITH
LOVE!

Last year our church family decorated the
mitten tree with beautiful, warm mittens,
gloves, scarves and hats to keep folks warm
| in the cold, winter months. We will once
| | again have a mitten tree in the church lounge.

From Dec.1-10, items for all ALL AGES
& will be collected and will be donated to

Southern Anoka Community Assistance
(SACA))

From Dec. 11-31 we will collect items for
CHILDREN ONLY, to be donated to
Hayes Elementary School. We look forward to another beautiful helping tree!
Your Mission QOutreach Team

55+ BREAKFAST!

55+ folks, join us for breakfast at Perkins at 7520 University Ave in
Fridley, every first Monday of each month at 9:30 AM. This is just a social
time — come, relax and enjoy the company of FUMC friends.



EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

) Christmas
Party on

December 13
at 10:00 a.Im.

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

ALL CIRCLES AND ALL WOMEN -

All Women are invited to our Christmas Potluck, on Monday, December 8%,
at 6:30 PM. It will be held at Banfill Crossing Sr. Living, 8310 University
Ave NE, Fridley, MN 55432. All women are invited to join for fellowship
and food to help get in the holiday spirit. Carpool if needed- contact Cindy
Doerr. We will leave church by 5:45 PM. See you then!

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet December 12 in the computer
room at the church at 1:00 PM. Wanda Boyer will bring treats. Each member



will share a Christmas memory, story, recipe, etc that is important to them.
Then we will send Christmas cards to church shut ins.
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2025 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CAMPAIGN

Thank you for the many ways you support the ministries and faith
community at Fridley UMC. Our Stewardship Campaign for this year
focuses on the giving of gifts within our discipleship. This means that we
give, whether it be financially or through gifts of time, presence, prayer,
and skills, because we are followers of Jesus Christ. Paul tells the faith
communities in Corinth that each person should give what they have
decided in their heart to give (2 Corinthians 9:7).

In the same way, I invite you to decide how you will give of your time,
presence, prayer, skills, and finances as part of your daily devotion. Seek
God about how and how much to give.

There are two sides to the commitment card. One of the sides relates to
financial giving. The other asks which ministries you will consider
committing to with your time, presence, and prayer. Skills grow through
use and atrophy through non-use. I believe it is God’s will that we grow
and continue to grow in all the ways that will bring the kingdom of God to
earth. Therefore, I invite you to expand your skills, talents, and spiritual
gifts. Commit these also to the Lord (Ps. 37:5, Proverbs 16:3).

Throughout your time of prayer, seeking God, and decision-making, I pray
that you will continue to experience God in new and real ways, that you
are strengthened in body, mind, soul, and spirit; and that your walk to draw
closer to God may bring the fruit that only God’s spirit can. Thank you for
your continued commitment to the Fridley UMC family and its ministries,
both within the church and beyond.

Thank you,
Pastor Yolanda and Jim Jachymowski, Chair of Finance and Stewardship






FRIDLEY UMC 2025-26 ANNUAL COMMITMENT CARD

Please return your pledge card on or before December 14, 2025.

Please receive my prayerful financial commitment to the General Fund for
the coming year. *This 1s an estimate of giving and may be adjusted at any
time.

My/our commitment is:

(Circle frequency)

$ Weekly $ Monthly $ Yearly

How will it be given? (Check one)

[1 Offering Envelope
[] Check mailed in

[] Electronic

Name

Address

Phone 1 cell? O ok to text?

Email

“...and they shared all things in common and there was not a needy person
among them.” Acts 2:45



MINISTRY COMMITMENT

I would like more information about how to be involved in the following

ministry opportunities.

[1 Chancel Choir

[ Chancel Ringers

[1 Family Table
Leadership Team

[] Sound Board/PowerPoint

[1 Bible Studies

[] Rainbow Board

[] Missions and Outreach

[1 Church Council

[1 Rainbow Teacher
Aide

[1 Finance/Stewardship

[] United Women
In Faith

[1 Liturgy Assistant

[] Trustees Committee

[1 WEAVERS

[1] Communion
Server

[1 Caring Ministry

[1 Staff/Parish
Relations

[1 Knit/Crochet

[] Faith Formation

[1 Men’s Groups

[1 55+ Breakfast

Any amount above and beyond your annual commitment you would like

designated to a ministry or fund?

(amount)

Ministry or Fund
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

November 30 Advent 1: Wonderful Counselor and New Member
Welcome

December 7 Advent 2: Mighty God Service of Word and Table

December 14 Advent 3: Everlasting Father; Hanging of the Greens

December 21 Advent 4: Prince of Peace and All Church Pageant

December 24 Christmas Eve 6:30 p.m.

December 28 Christmas 1 @ 10:00

Please join us for our CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
December 24™ at 6:30 PM.

The church office will be closed on January 1, 2026.
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