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November Growing Edge

Grace and peace be with you and your loved ones. The typical theme of
November is giving thanks. This month's message will not stray away from
that theme, but instead, I would like you to focus more on "giving" rather than
on the concept of "thanks."

It has been impressed upon me that it has become a faux pas for churches to
ask congregants to give. I have even heard people say, "All they do is ask you
for money." I have found this comment and others like it confusing because |
don't hear the same remarks about sports teams, movie theaters, and
performance artists. This is because those requests for your money, your time,
your attention, and your emotional support are transactional. It is easy to see
what you are buying. You get a seat in a theater or arena. You get the
emotional high or low depending on the performance. You may also get the
sense of being in a "family" as your voice joins with others in shouts of joy
or despair.

Giving money to a faith community also has a transactional nature. You
provide money, and the facility is maintained. You provide money, and staff
are available to care for your needs. You give money, and when needed, there
is a family to celebrate your weddings, baptisms, and to mourn with you at
funerals. Giving money, time, attention, and emotional support means that
you have a group of people to join your voice in praise and in sorrow.

But is this the only reason we give? I certainly hope not! God doesn't want
your money, time, attention, or fleeting emotional support. God wants to be
in a relationship with you. Your giving 1s an overflow and outcome of that
relationship. Giving is meant to change us, not God. Unlike other religions,
our gifts are given not to put God on our side, to appease God's anger, or to
convince God to behave in ways that will benefit us. We give so that this
simple act transforms us.

Ok, that might sound like a bunch of mumbo jumbo, but I believe this.
Something happens in a relationship when we give. Those of you who have
been and are in relationships of any kind know this at some level. When I give
my time, attention, and emotional support to my dog Toby, he is happy and
shows me the worth of those investments with tail wags, licks, and snuggles.
When I spend money on doggy healthcare, daycare, sweaters, and
prescription food, Toby is healthy, and this health i1s shown in the way he
jumps and plays at the age of 12.

I invite you to think about your giving to your spouse, children, grandchildren,
siblings, parents, and yourself. What is the return on your gifts? I admit that
sometimes there is no positive return in those relationships. Human beings are

human beings. Love does not always gain love in return.
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Thankfully, God is not a human being. When we spend time with God, we
gain emotional stability. When we exercise our minds learning about God,
God's ways, and the history of encounters between humanity and God, we
gain more of the mind of Christ (citation). When we use the skills and natural
talents God has gifted us with, they grow and become strong. When those
skills and natural talents are used to further God's kingdom, others are blessed.
When we bring our bodies into environments where God 1s the focus, our
bodies are strengthened as we are fed with the bread of life, the body and the
blood. Being in community, our ability to love (Agape, Philéo) is exercised.
Our practice of loving makes us better neighbors, helps us to see every
neighbor as family, teaches us to treat ourselves and beloved children of God,
and draws us even deeper into a relationship with God.

This, brothers and sisters, 1s transformational giving. When you are asked to
give of your time and presence through acts of volunteerism, prayer, and
attending Bible studies and worship services, we are transformed. When the
Holy Spirit prompts you to send a card, make a call, or drop off a couple of
lines in an email, you are more and more attuned to the voice of God. Every
time you obey the call of God to act, you are being transformed.

If the idea of being transformed is scary to you, let me offer you a reminder.
We are being transformed daily by many things. Think about how your day
and how you feel about your day are impacted by reading or hearing the news.
Think about how you are affected by a game or the final score of the game.
Consider how your age and the ways you have used your body affect your
body today. The truth of the matter is that we are transformed constantly by
external and internal stimuli. Since you are already being transformed, it
might be in your favor to choose your stimuli and how you are transformed.

Giving, while often considered transactional, is meant to be transformational
in God's kingdom. God's generous gifts of grace, mercy, forgiveness, peace,
healing, and restoration flow in and through us. Because of this, we attribute
the effect of our relationship with God. We give because we have been blessed
with gifts, and as these gifts grow, the overflow blesses others. As we offer,
our giving is multiplied. As we give, we are transformed. As we give, others
are blessed and the world 1s transformed.

Blessings, Pastor Yolanda

Ministry Intern Ethan Light’s work email address is:
ethan.light@fridleyumc.org

Committee Chairs: please remember to re-lock the door after all members have
arrived, thank you!
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY meets in the computer
room at 11:30 AM on Sundays. Come check us out.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION| 10:00 AM. Come join us in the lounge or join us by
Zoom.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE SHAPING at 6:00 PM. All are invited to
attend.

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY

A Men's Bible Study Group meets every Friday morning at 8:00 AM at the
Sunset Grill in Blaine. We eat breakfast; take turns leading that week's lesson,
guiding us through a reading of scripture, story and discussion. We share
prayer concerns. All men are welcome.

A GATHERING FOR GUYS
Brothers in Faith meets every Saturdayat 10:00 AM in the Lounge. Join us
for coffee and courageous conversation and prayer. See you there.
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MISSIONS

FOCUS ON | Mission of the Month Spotlight

November is National Native American Heritage
Month. During this month we specifically celebrate the
traditions, languages and stories of native peoples
throughout the United States. Approved as a joint
resolution and signed by President George H.W. Bush
in 1990, the 2025 theme for the national celebration is
“Weaving together our past, present, and future.” Due
to the government shut down all websites and social
media regarding this celebration are no longer being
updated and monitored. All museum exhibits are closed and staff curating
these exhibits have been laid off. It is into this climate which seeks to erase
our native brothers and sisters that we step in offering aid to our neighbor as
commanded by Christ.

The organization into which we will funnel our gifts this month is the National
Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition (NABS). NABS takes
the lead in the pursuit of understanding and addressing the ongoing trauma
created by U.S. Indian Boarding School Policies initiated in 1869. The
national organization is housed in offices on Franklin Avenue in south
Minneapolis.
Their activities include
e Research which has now identified over 500 Indian Boarding Schools
and has documented the ongoing trauma experienced by survivors and
families of survivors.
e Truth and Healing Curriculum to educate teachers, students, and parents.
e Legislation establishing the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies in the United States (S.761)
e (Collection of oral histories, healing-informed resources for self-care, and
tribal consolations to promote community-led healing.

Your financial gifts are acts of neighboring and help to restore those erased
by historical practices. By loving your neighbor your gifts join other gifts
which seek to bring healing and restoration to communities ravaged by U.S.
Boarding Policies (ending sometime in the 1930s). You are asked to support
this initiative financially but also to educate yourself on the struggles of our
native brothers and sisters. Here are links to get you started.

https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/what-happened-at-minnesotas-
21-native-american-boarding-schools-unpacking-a-complex-history/
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https://www.theindigenousfoundation.org/articles/us-residential-schools

https://boardingschoolhealing.org/

Thank you. FUMC Missions and QOutreach

We are so grateful and appreciate your continued ministry to the missions of
FUMC. Giving is easy using the “Give Online” button on the FUMC website
and then select “Missions.” You can also mail your donation to the church.
Please write “November Missions” on the memo line of your check. Thank
you for your generous support of our mission programs!

FAMILY TABLE

Family Table is a monthly free meal we serve to our neighbors. While many
people come with or meet their friends for lunch, they also make new friends
too. At a recent meal, a new guest was having a very rough time with more
news expected the coming week. Another guest offered to exchange phone
numbers so they could connect again and give support. Thank you for
providing this safe place for people to connect and our neighbors to minister
to each other.

Thank you to all the volunteers that make Family Table possible: grocery
shoppers, food preppers, leadership team, Saturday morning set up, kitchen
crew, dishwashers, greeters, table hosts, runners and servers, drive thru
servers, reset team, and the Sunday table reset flash group! Your time and
talents make this ministry happen. If you haven’t volunteered with Family
Table before, you are missing an opportunity to get to know other FUMC
friends and our neighbors. Please reach out to the church office or to Judy
Lange to see how you might get involved!

COLLECTION FOR STEPPING Stone —
Adult Grooming Supplies

Thanks so much for your support for Stepping Stone in the
past!

It has been a privilege to visit and discover the many ways this shelter in
Anoka empowers homeless individuals to gain stability! We can be of help
by supplying adult grooming items. Suggestions: shampoos, conditioners,
combs, deodorants, soaps, powders, toothbrushes and toothpastes. There will
be a designated basket in the lounge, and the items will be delivered in
November. Thanks so very much for your help!

Women United in Faith
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CHURCH ALBUM

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family and
_| friends of Judy Wallace upon the loss of her father.

With Deepest St jl;p(ll‘/ W

There will be a celebration of life for Pam
Podobinski in the fellowship hall on Saturday, November 22" at 3:00 p.m.
Our prayers are with her family and friends.

“Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted” Matthew 5:4

55+

55+ BREAKFAST!
55+ folks, join us for breakfast at Perkins at 7520

University Ave in Fridley, every first Monday of each
month at 9:30 AM. This is just a social time — come, relax
and enjoy the company of FUMC friends.

95+
BY

fast
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

All Saint’s Day

Celebration in Honor of all the Saints REMEMBER TO FALL
BACK THIS NOVEMBER

Don't Forget to Change Your Clocks

NN ﬂé,, — &~
November 2nd, 2025
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Worship at 10:00 AM
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FRIDLEY ALUMNI CHOIR CONCERT
November 23™ @ 4:00 PM, in the sanctuary.
Come and enjoy good music, all are welcome to attend!

KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP
All are welcome to join us on the 2" Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in

the lounge. Questions? Call Evie Skurich.

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

UWF BOARD MEETING will meet on November 10" at 6:30 PM.

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet November 14™ in the computer
room at 1:00 PM. Collection will be taken for World Thank Offering. We will
also send Thanksgiving cards to our church shut ins. Each member will bring
3 stamps for mailing the cards. Marilynn Forsberg will provide treats.

RUTH CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, November 18" at 1:00 PM in the
Lounge. Joan Jagunich will be hostess. Joyce Dahlberg will be co-hostess &
bring devotions. Evie will lead the program. All are welcome.

8



©phar

The trustees want to thank all who participated in our October 18® cleanup
day! Under the leadership of Kathy Bednar, the outside was raked, blown,
swept and bagged for removal while the gardens were weeded, cut back and
put to bed both in the front and in the back. The sanctuary received cleaning
with Murphy’s Oil...the overhead fans in the kitchen were washed and the
kitchen received some deep cleaning under the direction of Jinny Erickson! It
was a most productive work day followed by lunch served by Ruth Hilliard,
and robust fellowship with some of the nicest people on the planet!!

oo
THANKS
]

TO OUR YOLUNIEERS

NOVEMBER 27-HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Wishing you every blessing
of this bountiful season.

@
@< May your
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FOR HE IS GOOD.

PSALM 107:1, NIV

Church office will be closed Nov. 27 & 28.

NOVEMBER 30™, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Hope for those who wait.

1st Sunday of Advent
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